
 

SEP – NOV 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 
A nine week series at Gold Hill Baptist Church 

& Hope Community Church 
 

He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught 
about the Lord Jesus Christ – with all boldness 

and without hindrance! 
(Acts 28:31) 

 

What happens next?  



Introduction 
The church is God’s plan for the world to be reached in the 
name of Jesus. God’s people embody Him in the world as we 
speak, act and live as Jesus calls us to. This series is all about 
reminding ourselves of God’s ancient plans for the church 
and seeing how we can step up as the people of God today 
for our generation in our parts of the world. 

It is the responsibility of every generation of Christians, and 
of every local church, to see God and ask how it is we must 
behave in order to play our part in building God’s kingdom 
here on the earth. The book of Acts in the Bible describes the 
first chapters of the movement of the church. It has 28 
chapters. We are going to be asking what the next chapter, 
our chapter in the movement of the church, can look like. 

We will be looking at a few guiding principles that will help 
us to be more and more the people God calls us to be as a 
church family and asking what God wants to do in us and 
through us as a result. 

What this booklet contains… 
In this booklet you will find, for each week in the series: 

 Details of the Sunday sermon and space for notes 
 Study notes for you to use, personally or in a group 

Each week will explore part of Acts and every week the study 
notes begin by asking which parts of that were for then only, 
which parts are always how the church must behave and 
what we specifically have to learn today. Then there are 
some questions to help us grow as God’s people today.  



Sunday Series Overview 

  Gold Hill Hope CC 
 

 1. Acts 29: the CHURCH for Today Sep 22 Sep 15 
 Acts 2:42-47; 28:23-31 

 

 2. Acts 29: the Church for TODAY Sep 29 Sep 22 
 Acts 17:16-34 

 

 3. An Anthem for Life Oct 6 Sep 29 
 Acts 19:17-31; Romans 10:9-13 

 

 4. The Ultimate Goal Oct 13 Oct 13 
 Acts 1:4-8; Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 5. Church 24/7, 365 Oct 20 Oct 27 
 Acts 8:1-8; 1 John 4:7-12 

 

 6. Playing Our Part Oct 27 Oct 20 
 Acts 6:1-7; Ephesians 4:1-13 

 

 7. Moving as One Nov 3 Nov 10 
 Acts 4:32-35; 1 Peter 2:9-17 

 

 8. Staying on Point Nov 17 Nov 17 
 Acts 11:19-30; Mark 2:21-22 

 

 9. Growing Viral Nov 24 Nov 24 
 Acts 19:8-10; 2 Timothy 2:2  



WEEK 1: Acts 29: The CHURCH for Today 
 

Sermon Notes Sep 22 
Act 2:42-47; 28:23-31  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 2:42-47…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Acts 28:23-28… Paul’s proclamation caused a bit of a stir. 
What is the content of his message? And how does he 
respond to opposition? 

 
Acts 28:30-31… Under house arrest Paul taught ‘without 
hindrance’ – it sounds contradictory! What obstacles to 
the gospel do you see now? Are they really obstacles?  

  



WEEK 2: Acts 29: The Church for TODAY 
 

Sermon Notes Sep 29 
Act 17:16-34  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 17:16-34…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Acts 17:16-21… Paul spends time in a number of locations. 
Where is he talking about Jesus? Is there significance to 
this? What would your equivalents be? 

 
Acts 17:22-23… Paul has understood what these people 
think and believe! What are some of the ‘mantras’ of 
our world today? (You could try to form a response to 
them like Paul’s in v24 onwards…) 

  



WEEK 3: An Anthem for Life 
(This week is based on ch3 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘The Heart of It All: Jesus is Lord’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Oct 6 
Act 19:17-31; Romans 10:9-13 

  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 19:17-31…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Romans 10:9…  The confession of Jesus as Lord is crucial for 
a Christian. What are indicators that a 21st Century person 
has truly submitted to Jesus as Lord with their life? 

 
Romans 10:9-10… There is an emphasis on our hearts (will 
& choices) and mouths (proclamation). In what ways do 
you need to submit more to Jesus as Lord in these?  

  



WEEK 4: The Ultimate Goal 
(This week is based on ch4 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘Disciple Making’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Oct 13 
Act 1:4-8; Matthew 28:16-20  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 1:4-8…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Matthew 28:16-20… This is Jesus’ instruction to His friends 
and followers. What is the purpose of the church and of 
the Christian life? 

 
Look at v18 & v20… Jesus makes two promises either side 
of his instruction. What are these promises, and how do 
they impact how you seek to make disciples?   



WEEK 5: Church 24/7, 365 
(This week is based on ch5 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘Missional-Incarnational Impulse’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Oct 20 
Act Acts 8:1-8; 1 John 4:7-12  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 8:1-8…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

1 John 4:7-10… God displays His love by sending Jesus. We 
are also ‘sent’ into the world. Where do you spend your 
time? Do you feel ‘sent’ there by God as you go? 

 
1 John 4:11-12… The call to love one another is tied up with 
people seeing the invisible God. How can you display 
God’s love to others more clearly where you are?   



WEEK 6: Playing our Part 
(This week is based on ch6 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘Apostolic Environment’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Oct 27 
Acts 6:1-7; Ephesians 4:1-13  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 6:1-7…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Ephesians 4:1-13… This passage concludes with a summary 
all about ‘maturity’. In the whole passage, what are marks 
of Christian maturity? Do they tally with what yours are? 

 
Look at v11-12… These verses speak of leaders and of all 
people. What is the responsibility of leaders, and what 
is the responsibility of us all? And what is the goal?  



WEEK 7: Moving as One 
(This week is based on ch8 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘Communitas, Not Community’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Nov 3 
Acts 4:32-35; 1 Peter 2:9-17  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 4:32-35…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10… These are some wonderful words Peter uses 
to describe the church. What does each part of it reveal to 
us about the true nature of the church? 

 
1 Peter 2:11-17… Peter is honest about the status of God’s 
people in society then. Are there similarities now? What 
parts of Peter’s advice & instructions could help you?  



WEEK 8: Staying on Point 
(This week is based on ch7 of The Forgotten Ways: 

 ‘Organic Systems’ – details at end of this booklet)

Sermon Notes Nov 17 
Act 11:19-30; Mark 2:21-22  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 11:19-30…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

Mark 2:21-22… This is a famous saying of Jesus. Have a look 
at the context in Mark 2:18-20. Why point was Jesus trying 
to make and why? 

 
Look at v22… Jesus speaks of old and new wineskins, and 
of new wine. What new things might God want to bring 
about in you today? Are there old skins needing to go?  



WEEK 9: Growing Viral 
 

Sermon Notes Nov 24 
Acts 19:8-10; 2 Tim 2:2  



Study Notes in the week 
 

Read Acts 19:8-10…  What is there that is: (1) only for then,  
(2) for the church always, (3) really important for us now? 

THEN ALWAYS NOW 
  (Get practical & personal!) 

 

2 Tim 2:2… Paul encourages a ‘pass it on’ heart in Timothy. 
Who passed on the message of Jesus to you? Who have 
you passed it to, or tried to? Who do you want to? 

 
2 Tim 2:2… Paul’s instruction is to an individual, but there 
are lessons for our church as a whole as well. What traits 
would mark out a church that is ‘growing viral’ today? 



Some books… 

Not everyone is a big reader – we all grow in different ways. 
But for those who are we wanted to give suggestions of 
things you might benefit from. Here are some ideas. 
 

1. The Book of Acts! 
This is a good place to start! It’s also a rollercoaster of a story, 
so why not read the story of the earliest church?  

 

2. ‘The Forgotten Ways’, Alan Hirsch 
This is the book our series was based 
on. Alan Hirsch looks at the early 
church and at church movements that 
have grown rapidly and asks ‘How?’ It 
calls for a new approach to church in 
order to fulfil our calling to reach the 
world in Jesus’ name. It is quite 
technical, so not a light read by any 
means, but very inspiring.  

 

3. ‘Letters to the Church’, Francis Chan 
Francis Chan was a megachurch pastor. 
Then he left, leaving what we might see as 
a ‘normal’ way of doing church. This book 
explains why and paints a different 
picture of church. It is controversial at 
points, and we might not agree with 
everything he says, but if you want to be 
stretched to think of different ways of 
church, it is a great place to start.  



4. ‘Scattered Servants’, Alan Scott 
Alan is a leader in the Vineyard 
movement and writes about unleashing 
the church to make kingdom impact 
beyond the walls of the building by 
every person living the Jesus life where 
they are. Read it. Pray it. Live it. Let us all 
be released to be the Church of Jesus in 
the places he sends us. This is what 
Church 24/7, 365 could look like. 

 
 

…and one about something slightly different… 

 
5. ‘How to Pray’, Pete Greig 
Prayer is vital to every church and every 
Christian. If we want to see God’s revival 
and our communities reached, then we 
need to start on our knees and seek God 
for it all. Pete Greig, who founded the 
24/7 prayer movement and is a church 
leader, shares inspiring yet practical and 
simple advice on building lives and 
habits of prayer in this book. 
 
 
 

We have ordered in copies of all these books that are 
available to buy on Sundays or through the office in the 

week. If we run out, we can get more so do ask!  
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