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The People of God
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• Written by Paul from Corinth (AD 
57-58)

• Addressed to To all in Rome who 
are loved by God and called to be 
his holy people (Romans 1:7). 

• A church OF smaller groups not a 
church WITH smaller groups. 
(Romans 16:5, 10, 11, 14, 15)

• A church that needed to unite in 
the Gospel

• Seeking to use Rome as a base 
for taking the Gospel further into 
Western Europe ‘where the 
Gospel hasn’t yet been preached’ 
(Acts 1:8, Romans 15:20 and 
15:24, fulfilling Isaiah 66:19)

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD?

•The Jews?
•Israel?
•The Church?
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WHO ARE THE PEOPLE OF GOD?

•The Jews?
• Israel?
•The Church?

John 10:16 Jesus says: I have other sheep that 
are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 
one flock and one shepherd.

11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at 
all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the 
Gentiles to make Israel envious. 12 But if their transgression means 
riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how 
much greater riches will their full inclusion bring! 13 I am talking to you 
Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride in 
my ministry 14 in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people 
to envy and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brought 
reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from 
the dead? 16 If the part of the dough offered as first-fruits is holy, then 
the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.

Romans  11:11-16
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WARNING: every illustration 
has its failings

• Branches: Believing 
(Remnant) Israel (natural 
branches v24) and Believing 
Gentiles (wild branches 
v17&24) 

• Fallen branches: unbelieving 
Israel (that could be grafted 
back in v23)

• Roots: Patriarchs, Covenants, 
OT (9v4-5), God’s Promises

• Tree: JESUS and God’s People 

17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have 
been grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive 
root, 18 do not consider yourself to be superior to those other branches. If you do, 
consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you.

19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in.” 20 Granted. 
But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but tremble. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare 
you either.

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but 
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be 
cut off. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to 
graft them in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, 
and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more readily 
will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!

Romans 11:17-24
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25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it 
is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as 
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to 
God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have 
now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result 
of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so 
that he may have mercy on them all.

Romans 11:25-32

What does Romans 11v26 mean?
1. Ethnic Israel as a nation will be saved?

2. The Church…a gathering of Jew and Gentile 
together….will be saved?

3. All of ‘a remnant’ of Israel throughout 
history will be saved?

and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it is written:
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Israel = ?
•Nation of/Political Israel?
•All Jews that have ever lived?
•Those that recognise and respond 
to Jesus/Yeshua as Messiah?

(True) Israel = ?
•Nation of/Political Israel?
•All Jews that have ever lived?
•Those that recognise and respond to 
Jesus/Yeshua as Messiah (Remnant)

•A victorious blend of Jew and Gentile 
brought together in one body under the 
Lordship and salvation of Jesus Christ (The 
Remnant and the Gentiles or ALL Israel and 
the Gentiles)
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Ephesians 2:11-22
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by 
those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—
12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 

and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But 
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the 
dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 
those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people 
and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become 
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness 
away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I 

take away their sins.” Romans 11:26-27

Isaiah 59:20-21 And the deliverer shall come for Sion's sake, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 
And this shall be my covenant with them, said the Lord; My Spirit which is upon thee, and the words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall never fail from thy mouth, nor from the mouth of thy seed, for the Lord has spoken 
it, henceforth and for ever.

Jeremiah 31:33-34 For this is my covenant which I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith 
the Lord, I will surely put my laws into their mind, and write them on their hearts; and I will be to them a God, 
and they shall be to me a people. And they shall not at all teach every one his fellow citizen, and every one his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least of them to the greatest of them: for I will 
be merciful to their iniquities, and their sins I will remember no more.

Isaiah 27:9 Therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be taken away; and this is his blessing, when I shall have 
taken away his sin; when they shall have broken to pieces all the stones of the altars as fine dust, and their 
trees shall not remain, and their idols shall be cut off, as a thicket afar off.
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25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that 
you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come in, 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved. As it 
is written:

“The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.”

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your sake; but as far as 
election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts 
and his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to 
God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have 
now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result 
of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so 
that he may have mercy on them all.

Romans 11:25-32

The People of God…
1. must stay humble v18, 20

2. need to stay amazed at God’s sternness, mercy 
and grace v22-23

3. should pray for the turning of people’s (Jewish) 
hearts to God v11,12,15,23,25,26

4. need to embrace and unite in the amazing 
mystery of God’s sovereignty and grace  v25
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Have you responded to the 
mercy and grace of God?


