


I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his
people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what Scripture says in the passage
about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel:

3%Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the
only one left, and they are trying to kill me”? 4 And what was God’s answer to
him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the
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3 So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. ¢ And if by
grace, then it cannot be based on works, |f it were, grace would no
longer be GraCe "
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What then? What the people of Israel sought so earnestly
they did not obtain. The elect among them did, but the others
were hardened, 8 as it is written: “God gave them a spirit of
stupor, eyes that could not see and ears that could not hear,
to this very day.”

° And David says: “May their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution for them. 10 May their eyes
be darkened so they cannot see, and their backs be bent
forever.”




From this passage what can we
learn about...

-Israel
‘Ourselves v



Things we can learn about ZIsraef
from Romans 11:1-10

- vi-2 Israel are not rejected by God

* v3-6 A remnant of Israel will be saved by grace (cf
Romans 9:27)

- V7. Some obtained‘what they sought after others
hardened themselves

- V8 There Is an inability to see or hear or understand
the purposes of God because of repeated rejection
of God |

* v9-10 Religiosity leading to rejection from God



“God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that could not

see and ears that could not hear, to this very day.”
Romans 11:8

Isaiah 29:10 Deuteronomy 29:4
The LorRD has brought over you But to this aay the LORD has not
a deep sleep: He has sealed given you a mind that
your eyes (the prophets); he has understands or eyes that see or

covered your heads (the seers). ears that hear.




Things we can learn about GOD from
Romans 11:1-10

- v1-2"God hasn’'t and doesn’t reject His Chosen People
Israel

* v4-5 God reserved for himself a remnant of faith-filled
people in Israel. Reserved by their response to God's
grace

» v6 God works by GRACE not by works. His grace is
shown to us ultimately in Jesus

» v/ God allows those who-have hardened hearts to
continue in the choices they make

- v8-10 The hardness of hearts impacts eyes, hears and
spirituality....BUT can be turned around and restored



Things we can learn about or for
OURSELVES from Romans 11:1-10

- Be encouraged:
» Godiis faithful to His promise and people

» Remnants are often part of God’s story e.g. Albania 1967-
1990, Japan 1612-1873

» God’s currency Is grace not works

« Be warned:

. Enilure you are part of the faithful remnant set apart for
o

» We can seek after thlngs so earnestly but not attain it-
seek the right things in the right way

- Don’t harden your hearts




7 Contrlbutors to hardenmg your heart
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; Repeatedly |gnor|ng conwctlon (Exodus 8: 19)

. Spiritual amnesia and |nsen5|t|V|ty to-God at work "
(Psalm95:8-9) e -

. Persisting in ‘unbelief (Mark 6 52) ;-

. Becoming, dulled and decelved by sm (2 Samuel 11 12 '
“and Hebrews 3: 13) &L e

: .Cultlvatlng prlde and Self-sufﬁmency (Danlel 5 20)
Holdmg on to unforglveness (Luke 15 28) |
. Suppressing compassmn and mercy due to strlct

reI|g|ous observance (\Mark 3 1 5)
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