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Romans 9: God’s Sovereign Choice and His Purpose for Israel 

Introduction: The Burden of Being Chosen 

Vilmos begins with a quotation from Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof: “I know we are the chosen people, but 
once in a while, can’t you choose someone else?” This humorous comment introduces the theme of 
Romans 9–11: Israel’s status as God’s chosen people. 

Paul faces a painful question. If Israel was chosen by God and given so many privileges, why have so 
many Jews failed to recognise Jesus as the Messiah? 

Vilmos notes that Romans 9 contains diƯicult ideas such as election, calling, and predestination. He 
argues that these concepts primarily concern God’s purposes in history rather than determining who 
goes to heaven or hell. 

 

How to Approach DiƯicult Biblical Passages 

Before examining Romans 9, Vilmos oƯers three principles: 

1. There are no contradictions in Scripture. 
Apparent contradictions should be understood within the Bible’s Jewish context, which often 
embraces both sides of a truth rather than forcing an “either/or” choice. 

2. Scripture must be interpreted in context. 
Individual verses should never be isolated from their wider context or from the rest of Scripture. 
The Bible explains itself. 

3. The Bible judges us; we do not judge the Bible. 
Christians should approach Scripture humbly, recognising its authority and seeking God’s 
guidance. 

 

Paul’s Deep Sorrow for Israel 

Romans 9 opens with Paul expressing profound grief over Israel’s unbelief. He says he would even be 
willing to be cut oƯ from Christ if it would bring his fellow Jews to salvation. 

Vilmos highlights Paul's extraordinary love for his people and asks whether Christians today share a 
similar concern for their own nation and for those who do not yet know Christ. 

 

Why Was Israel Chosen? 

Israel was chosen to be the means through which God would reveal himself and bring salvation to the 
world. 

God entrusted Israel with: 

 Adoption as God’s people 

 The divine glory 

 The covenants 
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 The Law 

 Temple worship 

 The promises 

 The patriarchs 

 Ultimately, the Messiah himself 

Vilmos argues that Israel’s chosen status remains valid. Although many Jews rejected Jesus, God has not 
abandoned Israel or withdrawn his promises. 

He rejects “replacement theology” (the belief that the Church has completely replaced Israel in God’s 
purposes), arguing instead that God continues to have plans for Israel while also extending salvation to 
the Gentiles. 

 

Who Are the True Children of Abraham? 

Paul teaches that not everyone descended physically from Israel belongs to the true Israel of God. 

Being a child of Abraham is not simply a matter of: 

 Birth 

 Nationality 

 Family heritage 

 Religious tradition 

Vilmos applies this principle to Christians. Church attendance, family background, or membership do not 
automatically make someone a genuine follower of Christ. 

Election has two dimensions: 

 God’s calling 

 Human response and obedience 

 

Isaac and Ishmael: Election by Promise 

The examples of Isaac and Ishmael demonstrate that God’s purposes are based on his promise rather 
than human eƯort. 

Isaac was the child of God’s promise. 

Ishmael represented human attempts to achieve God’s purposes through natural means. 

The lesson is that God’s purposes advance through his mercy and initiative rather than human 
achievement. 

 

Jacob and Esau: Election by God’s Choice 
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Similarly, Jacob was chosen rather than Esau before either had done anything good or bad. 

Vilmos emphasises three conclusions: 

1. Election is not inherited automatically by birth. 

2. Election is not obtained through human eƯort. 

3. Election is not earned by merit. 

God’s choice rests on his mercy. 

 

God’s Sovereignty and Mercy 

Romans 9 declares that God has mercy on whom he chooses. 

Vilmos stresses that God is sovereign and free to accomplish his purposes as he sees fit. 

He compares this to a football manager selecting players for a national team. Some are chosen for a 
particular purpose while others are not. The choice belongs to the selector. 

This election concerns God’s purposes in history rather than arbitrary decisions about eternal destiny. 

 

Pharaoh and the Hardening of the Heart 

One of the most diƯicult passages in Romans 9 concerns Pharaoh. 

Vilmos argues that Pharaoh first hardened his own heart against God. God then confirmed or accepted 
that chosen path. 

God did not force Pharaoh into rebellion. Rather, Pharaoh freely resisted God, and God used that 
resistance to display his power and accomplish his purposes. 

The lesson is that God respects human freedom while remaining sovereign over history. 

 

Vessels of Wrath and Vessels of Mercy 

Paul uses the image of a potter making diƯerent kinds of vessels for diƯerent purposes. 

Some vessels are associated with judgment. 

Others are associated with mercy and glory. 

Yet even here, Vilmos emphasises God's patience. God does not delight in destruction but desires people 
to repent. 

God’s sovereignty is therefore balanced by his mercy and his desire to save. 

 

God’s Plan Includes Jews and Gentiles 

The final section focuses on the inclusion of the Gentiles. 
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From the beginning, God’s intention was to bless the whole world. Israel was chosen as the channel 
through which that blessing would come. 

Through Christ, God’s family now includes both Jews and Gentiles. 

The purpose remains unchanged: 

To display God’s kingdom and bring his salvation to the world. 

 

Conclusion: Be a Vessel of Mercy 

Vilmos concludes by summarising three truths: 

1. Israel remains God’s chosen nation. 

2. Election is based on God’s mercy, not human merit. 

3. God is sovereign and accomplishes his purposes through history. 

Because believers have been called as recipients of God's mercy, they should respond by opening their 
hearts to the Holy Spirit and becoming “vessels of mercy.” 

The challenge is not merely to understand election intellectually, but to participate in God’s mission by 
carrying the gospel to the world and becoming a blessing to others. 

 


