ROMANS

From Groaning to Glory
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18 1 con5|der that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with
the @Iy that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager
expectatlon for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be
Iiberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and
of the children of God 22 We know that the whole creation has
been groani ildbirth right up to the present time.
23 Not onIy so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,

il inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the
redemptlon of our bodies.




24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all.
Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not
yet have, we wait for it patiently. 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in
our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us through wordless h 27 And he who searches
our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God's people in accordance with the will of God. 28 G RVYERIGIAVTALGEIRIR-1]
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been

ing to his purpose. PSRz @nglo =N Clels Riol (G ETAIEEINe
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he
also called; those he called, he also justifiﬂc’e‘c_l_;"_those he justified, he also
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Where do we fit into the landscape?

(dMade of mud, but filled with His Spirit (Genesis 2:7)
(UMade in God’s image (Genesis 1:26)
JEntrusted to rule creation, in partnership with God (Psalm 8:6)
U Our fall affected the whole of creation
J“Cursed is the ground because of you” (Genesis 3:17)
J“Subjected to frustration” (Romans 8)
L Our restoration will affect the whole of creation

dStanding on tip toe



What’s at the destination?

JGlory!

(1 Beyond our imagination (1 Corinthians 2:9)

(UNew bodies (not disembodied spirits)

(JHeaven and earth reunited, creation restored

(1See Jesus face to face

JA multitude from every tribe and nation

(JNo more death, suffering or pain

JFeasting, freedom, music, vineyards, homes, peace,

abundance, flourishing, laughter, beauty....



What happens on the journey?

d“The Now and The Not Yet”
First Fruits
JThe Holy Spirit dwelling in us
JGlimpses of God
dMiracles of Healing
1 Freedom

(1The Church

O Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt 25:1-13)

 Parable of the Watchful Servants (Luke
12:35-40)

U Parable of the Faithful and Wicked
Servants (Matt 24:45-51)

Q1 Parable of the Talents (Matt 25:14-30)

O Parable of the Minas (Luke 19:11-27)

JWaiting (Ready, Prepared, Obedient, Productive, Faithful)

dSuffering and groaning




Reasons for Confidence

JFor those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also
called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he
also glorified

First Fruits

JHoly Spirit

JResurrection of Jesus
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